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GOOD WORDS.—XXI. 
It is necessary to do the right thing im the 


right time and way, or it may become a wrong 
thing. Hannan A. PLUMMER. 


THE QUIET OF THE HEAVENLY VOICE. 
With that deep hush subduing all 
Our words and works that drown 
The tender whisper of Thy call, 
As noiseless let Thy blessing fall 
As fell Thy manna down. 


Drop Thy still dews of quietness 

Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 


Breathe, through the heats of our desire, 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
O still small voice of calm ! 
—John G. Whittier. 


HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR BIRTHRIGHT 
MEMBERS CONVINCED MEMBERS ? 


[Address by Caroline E. Hall at the annual meeting of the 
First-day School Association of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
Fifth month 17th, 1905.] 

It was one of many admirable arrangements of the 
founders of our Society that the children of mem- 
bers should become members by birthright. Thus, 
through the prophetic insight of George Fox, the 
child born into a family of Friends received among 
other precious inheritances the sheltering care and 
invaluable aid to individual advancement which 
Friendly influences bring. 

As the child which is born into a good home and 
good family life is fortunate, so I think we may es- 
teem that child doubly fortunate who is born into a 
religious home where great testimonies and noble 
ideas prevail. It is an inestimable privilege to inherit 
the safeguards, the incentives to good conduct, the 
name to be preserved spotless which has been received 
when the child comes into the religious family of the 
meeting. 

But some have argued that this birthright mem- 
bership is obtained too easily to be fully appreciated; 
that some of those thus born into the meeting make 
indifferent members and regard too lightly the privi- 
lege which comes to them without their seeking. 

Is it true that there are among Friends a larger 
proportion of people who are lukewarm Christians 


| than we find among other denominations? If this be 
true, what is the remedy for it, and can we learn any- 
thing from other denominations in this regard ? 

Our birthright membership corresponds to the bap- 
tism used by the churches. At the time of baptism 
the parents answer for the child that he shall be 
brought up as a member of Christ, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. Thus the 
child is placed under the protecting care of the 
ehurch and given a religious home. But this is not 
enough to make him a full member in the church. 
When he becomes old enough to understand some- 
thing of what religion means he chooses for himself 
(having learned what was promised for him in bap- 
tism) whether he will ratify and confirm what was 
then done, whether he will renew the promise and 
endeavor to be a child of God and a member of the 
kingdom of Christ. Thus the young people are them- 
selves made responsible for their membership and 
this new feeling of responsibility increases their 
earnestness, strengthens their religious purpose and 
excites their zeal. 

Now would not the religious life of our young 
Friends be strengthened if they, too, when they awak- 
ened to a knowledge of their religious needs, should 
come forward and of their own free will declare their 
desire to be known as Friends? Would they not have 
a clearer understanding of what their own religious 
body stands for, and a more loyal zeal in advancing its 
interests if they knew it was expected of them to de- 
clare for themselves whether they desired or not to 
be active members among Friends? Would they not 
be stronger Friends if they were Friends by convince- 
ment? Would not religion be a more vital thing to 
them, and their devotion to the cause of Christ be 
stronger, if “ when they felt that divine, deep move- 
ment of Christ in their own souls, telling them that 
from all eternity there had been one certain place for 
them to fill, and summoning them to come and fill 
that place and be their highest selves,” they deliber- 
ately and solemnly declared their purpose to answer 
the call and place themselves upon the side of Christ. 


I feel impelled to say here that it is a matter of 
deepest concern to me, and I believe there are others 
who have the same concern, that our young people 
should have offered to them the incentive which 
comes from a feeling of devotion to the leadership of 
Jesus. Not merely Jesus the young Jewish rabbi 
who taught us such wonderful moral lessons, but 
Jesus in the more spiritual and mystical conception 
of him which we find in the gospel of John—Jesus 
the Word which was from the beginning, Jesus the 
Revealer of God to men through all eternity, Jesus 
the Way, the Truth, the Light, the Bread of Heaven, 
which ean alone satisfy the deepest needs of man. 
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There is a richness and fullness comes into our lives 
through loving acquaintance with him which noth- 
ing else can supply. 

We all know that the period of adolescence is to 
most a period of religious struggle, often a time of 
doubt and of weary wandering in tortuous ways that 
seem to lead nowhere. Of course the intensity of the 
struggle depends upon the temperament of the indi- 
vidual, but I doubt if any thinking young person 
reaches manhood or womanhood without going 
through a more or less trying ordeal in the way of 
spiritual conflict and religious questioning. 

Some happy ones there are who through the guid- 
ance of wise parents, or the timely help of some lov- 
ing friend or First-day school teacher go naturally 
and easily into the right path. They enter into the 
life of the meeting and become workers in the First- 
day school, regular attenders at the business meet- 
ings, and receive at last the mantle which falls from 
the shoulders of those who are passing on. 

But there are many not so fortunately placed— 
those shy or reserved ones who by temperament find 
it difficult to speak of these matters, or perhaps have 
no one to whom they can go for help and instruction, 
who feel that they are intruding if they try to enter 
into the active service of the meeting. 

Others there are—many others—who have a 
passive interest in Friends, who are glad they are 
members of meeting, who would not willingly forego 
their birthright, who yet do not feel that the pos- 
session of it entails upon them any duties to the So- 
ciety, in whom the religious movement is slight, and 
for want of encouragement soon sinks into quiescence. 
These lead generally a more or less worldly life, re- 
ligion being choked out by selfish pleasures, and the 
seed dies for want of nurture. 

A third class are those who become restless and 
spiritually hungry, who do not find among Friends 
that which satisfies them, and for the lack of some 
one to take them by the hand at the right moment 
wander away from their religious home, despise their 
birthright and join themselves to other religious 
bodies. Their ideas are not formed; yet they need 
something to satisfy the hunger of their souls. Quak- 
erism would do it if it were presented in the right 
way, but they cannot find it for themselves, and so 
they go where more definite teaching is given them. 

And, last of all, are those who drop away not only 
from the Society, but from all religious life. It 
would be interesting to know how large a proportion 
of young friends join the ranks of these four classes 
instead of entering the first class of concerned and 
ardent disciples. I am sure there are a very large 
number of young people who have one parent a 
Friend and who naturally belong to Friends, who vet 
feel upon the outside of everything and go out even- 
tually from the Society. 


It is not so much for the fortunate first class that 
we need the renewing of the vows, though we think 
it would give added fervor, enthusiasm even to their 
work, but it is to these less happy ones that our hearts 
go out with love and a longing to help. It is one of 

the glories of Quakerism that it offers a home to every 
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shade of religious thought. It follows the example 
of our blessed Master in receiving gladly every one of 
God’s children who desires to obey his will without 
demanding adherence to any set creed or dogma. I 
believe Quakerism has just the elements which the 
young people need to help them with the problems 
and perplexities of twentieth century life. 

Then should we not have some way of inviting all 
these different needy ones into our fellowship, some 
aecepted method of extending to them a helping hand 
at the time when it is most needed, some means of 
giving them the instruction and assistance which shall 
gather them into the fold? I believe if it was our 
custom to have them confirm their connection with 
the Society it would strengthen their own individual 
spiritual life, as well as increase the life of the So- 
ciety as a whole. 

I believe. that the fear of using outward helps has 
caused a passivity, a coldness and seeming indiffer- 
ence in many of our meetings which drive the young 
people from us. It is a mistake to suppose that the 
young can find within themselves all that they need 
without any help or guidance from without. The 
germ is there, the open, receptive mind, the ardent 
longing to know Christ. But to that soul must come 
a deeper sense, a fuller knowledge. Some one must 
for most souls open the book and direct the thought. 
It is so with secular learning; it is so with our train- 
ing for athletics. Shall we use every means to per- 
fect our young people in these matters and leave the 


matters of the soul to haphazard and chance develop- 
ment ? 

It is a step in the right direction that classes have 
been formed in the First-day school to instruct in the 


testimonies of Friends. I wish to say since writing 
this I have received a letter from Mary S. McDowell, 
of New York, calling my attention to Edward Raw- 
son’s “ Outlines for a Course in the Organization and 
Principles of Friends.” She has used them in her 
class since October, and is exceedingly pleased with 
them. 

This sort of study is absolutely necessary if we 
would keep our Society alive, but we must be careful 
to lay especial stress upon the principles, that our 
teaching may be deep and far-reaching and funda- 
mental. I think, too, it is important that the earlier 
writings of Friends should be studied, and Iam glad to 
see in this connection the papers of J. Russell Hayes 
in the Iyretuicencer. All this is just what we need, 
and I believe it should be the duty of some body of 
people in the meeting to watch over the young life 
and see that it receives this instruction. It is forever 
true that the heart of man cries out for the living 
God. We answer that cry when we direct it to the 
silent communion, but we must do more than this in 
the case of the young; we must teach it how this life 
of God can be nourished in the soul of man. 

And I believe if, when the moving came upon the 
soul, it was the custom to make the open avowal of 
the same, it would not only increase the life and vi- 
tality of our meetings, but give to many a one much 
needed support. 

It is a great moment when the young man or 
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woman first feels the call of God, when it sees com- 
mon life shining with the presence of divinity. Is it 
not well to mark this moment when the soul gives 
itself to God and seeks to enter into the glorious com- 
pany of those brave ones who, with the courage of 
self-forgetfulness, have given themselves to great, 
inspiring ideas and generous enthusiasms / 

I think we should find a new element thus entering 
into our Society. The enlargement of the faith 
brings the endearment of the faith. A new glory 
shines for those who dare to say with Phillips Brooks, 
“In spite of all discouragement, in spite of all the 
brutishness and hateful life of men, in spite of re- 
tarded civilization and continual outbreaks of the 
power of evil, I believe that I and all these are chil- 
dren of a loving God, and I wish to take up my whole 
life and consecrate it to this truth.” 








PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 
(Continued from last week.) 


At 9.15 each morning during the yearly meeting 
devotional meetings of about half an hour were held 
in the auditorium of Friends’ Central School Build- 
ing. These were appointed by the Yearly Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders. The Friends composing the 
committee to have the care over them were Joel Bor- 
ton, Samuel H. Broomell, Elizabeth Lloyd, Mary 
Travilla, Sarah B. Fliteraft and Edwin H. Holmes. 
These meetings were well attended and full of life. 

THE BUSINESS SESSIONS. 

The yearly meeting opened with Wesley Halde- 
man, of Bucks Quarterly Meeting, as Clerk, and 
Charles F. Jenkins, of Philadelphia, as Assistant 
Clerk of the men’s branch. In the women’s branch, 
Sarah Griscom, of Philadelphia, was the Clerk; Ma- 
tilda Garrigues, of Concord Quarterly Meeting, 
Assistant Clerk, and Mary H. Whitson, of Philadel- 
phia, Reading Clerk. At later sessions these Friends 
were all reappointed, and George L. Maris was ap- 
pointed Reading Clerk of the men’s branch. The roll 
of representatives being called, of the 122 in men’s 
meeting 10 were found to be absent; in women’s meet- 
ing, 10 were absent. 

Besides the visiting Friends whose minutes were 
presented in the meeting of ministers and elders, 
Isaac Cheyney Preston, of Galesburg, IIl., an isolated 
member of Little Falls Monthly Meeting, Maryland, 
was present with a minute from his meeting. 

The report of the Committee on Education showed 
that $12,750.06 had been spent in its work during the 
past year. This had been devoted to the aid of 
monthly meeting schools, lectures before these 
schools, conferences in which those interested in edu- 
cation in other yearly meetings had taken part, loans 
without interest to worthy students, printing and dis- 
tribution of literature, and the salary and expenses 
of the superintendent of the educational interests of 
the yearly meeting. Of the amount used $9,500 had 
come from the income of the Samuel Jeanes Fund, 
$1,240 from that of the Mary Jeanes Fund, and 
$1,975.06 from the yearly meeting general treasury. 
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The George School Committee reported 214 pu- 
pils at the school, 178 being boarders and 36 day pu- 
pils. Of these 113 are members of the Society of 
Friends, 53 have one parent a member, 48 are non- 
members. There are 92 girls and 121 boys. The 
average age is sixteen and one-third years. There are 
21 teachers, of whom 16 are members. During the 
year, $27,003.22 has been received as tuition; 
$26,902.35 from income of endowment funds. The 
cost to the school per year for each boarding pupil 
is $314.55; for each day pupil, $183.90. 

In connection with the answer to the twelfth 
query statistics of the monthly meeting schools were 
given. There are 28 of these schools, in which there 
are 161 teachers, of whom 82 are members of the So- 
ciety. ‘There are 2,030 pupils, of whom 383 are mem- 
bers; 106 have one parent a member. Twenty-three 
of the schools attend mid-week meetings for worship. 

In answering the eleventh query statistics of the 
First-day schools were given. There are 69 of these 
schools, 66 of which are under the care of their re- 
spective monthly meetings. There are 551 officers 
and teachers, of whom 469 are members of the So- 
ciety. There are 4,311 pupils, of whom 2,412 are 
members, 432 have one parent a member, 1,865 are 
adults. There are 20,711 books in the First-day 
School libraries. 

The report of the Joint Committee of the Seven 
Yearly Meetings showed a good deal of quiet work 
done among isolated Friends. The clerk of the com- 
mittee had spent several months visiting scattered 
Friends in the West in their homes and holding ap- 
pointed meetings in a number of cities. Friends’ 
associations have been organized in Pasadena, Cal.; 
Columbus, O., and Toronto, Can., and the meetings 
held by them have been full of life. Many isolated 
Friends hold with much tenacity to the principles of 
the society. Much appreciation of the sacrifice of time 
in the considerable amount of clerical work freely 
done by the clerk of this committee, Elizabeth Lloyd, 
was expressed in both men’s and women’s meetings. 

The Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Isolated 
Members reported an epistle sent to 491 such mem- 
bers, and a copy of Isaac Hillborn’s “ Views and Tes- 
timonies of the Society of Friends” enclosed with 
each. 


The committee having charge of the Joseph Jeanes 
Fund reported $7,388.74 income from the Fund, and 
about $36,000 from other sources, in the mainte- 
nance of the quarterly meeting homes during the 
year past. There are 148 Friends living in these 
homes. 

The Trustees of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting made 
the sixteenth annual report of the John M. George 
Fund, used in the maintenance of the George School; 
the tenth of the Samuel Jeanes Fund, used for edu- 
cational purposes; the ninth of the Joseph Jeanes 
Fund, used for maintenance of quarterly meeting 
homes for aged and other Friends; the sixth of the 
Samuel Jeanes Fund, used toward building and re- 
pairing meeting houses; the fifth of the Mary Jeanes 
Fund, for aiding worthy students with non-interest- 
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bearing loans; the fifth of the Harriet W. Paist Leg- 
acy; the sixth of the Sarah Zane Legacy; the sixth of 
the Deborah Foreman Legacy. 

Edmund Webster was reappointed treasurer of the 
yearly meeting, and the sum of $4,500 was directed 
to be raised for the expenses of the ensuing year. 
Annie M. Griscom was reappointed treasurer of the 
separate funds of the women’s meeting. Charles F. 
Jenkins and Annie M. Griscom were reappointed cor- 
respondents for the yearly meeting. 

The total membership of the yearly meeting is 
11,147, distributed among the quarterly meetings as 
follows: Philadelphia, 2,742; Abington, 1,300; 
Bucks, 1,264; Concord, 1,646; Caln, 310; Western, 
1,295; Southern, 157; Burlington, 499; Haddonfield, 
742; Salem, 949; Fishing Creek, 243. In the whole 
yearly meeting there have been during the year 68 
births. The total number of members under 21 are 
1,729. The losses by death were 206; by resignation 
or disownment, 34. The accessions by convincement 
or request of parent, 154. There is for the year a 
total loss of 18. 

From the minutes of the Representative Commit- 
tee it appeared that 18 monthly meetings had drawn 
on the Samuel Jeanes Fund for the repair of meeting 
houses under their care, as follows: Gwynedd, $500; 
Mt. Holly, $249.83; Wrightstown, $100; Chester 
(New Jersey), $600; Darby, $300; Burlington, $40; 
Exeter (Reading), $190; Middletown, $500; Con- 
cord, $118; Chesterfield, $300; Falls, $350; Rich- 
land, $500; Woodbury, $175; Radnor, $130.45; in 
all, $4,053.28. In addition requests for sums amount- 
ing to $1,440 have been granted, the money to be paid 
on completion of the repairs. 


Southern Quarterly Meeting, whose meetings are 
located on the eastern shore of Maryland and in 
southern Delaware, sent up information of having 
changed to a half-yearly instead of a quarterly meet- 
ing, the meetings to be held in Fourth and Tenth 
months. 


Haddonfield Quarterly Meeting sent up a minute 
calling attention to the growing sentiment in the 
State of New Jersey in favor of introducing military 
drill in the public schools. It appearing in the discus- 
sion that this is the case in Pensylvania and in Dela- 
ware as well, and a concern having been expressed as 
to the recent changes at the Carlisle Indian School, 
and as to the war in the East, the following minute 
was adopted and copies of it directed to be sent to the 
President of the United States, the Secretary of State, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the Con- 
gressional Committees on Indian Affairs: 

The subject of our testimony in favor of peace and arbitra- 
tion was introduced by earnest exercises concerning the de- 
plorable war in Manchuria, the aggressiveness of those favor- 
ing the introduction of military training in our public schools, 
and the actual use of such training in the Indian Industrial 
School at Carlisle, Pa. 

It was the united sense of the meeting that we should firmly 
uphold our testimony against all things favoring the warlike 
spirit; that Friends and others everywhere should be encour- 
aged to be watchful and active in opposing all attempts, by 
legislation or otherwise, to commit our public schools to mili- 
tarism. i — 

We greatly regret the employment of military training in 


an institution intended to instruct our Indian wards in the 
arts of peace and civilization. 

We sincerely hope our President and Secretary of State will 
soon be successful in influencing the hostile nations to put an 
end to the destruction of human life in the Far East, and in 
procuring the commitment of this and all future differences 
between nations to the peaceful decision of the International 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague. 

Memorials were read for Margaretta Walton, pre- 
pared by Fallowfield Monthly Meeting, and endorsed 
by Western Quarterly Meeting; and for Jesse Web- 
ster, prepared by Sadsbury Monthly Meeting (Chris- 
tiana, Pa.), and endorsed by Caln Quarterly Meet- 
ing. These will be published in full in these columns. 

Several Friends spoke of the loss Friends of our 
body have felt in the death of John Wilhelm Rown- 
tree, of York, England, who died in New York city, 
and lies buried at Haverford, Pa. His power in the 
ministry was spoken of and his knowledge of and 
great sympathy with all branches of Friends. The 
yearly meeting adopted the following minute: 

There is spread amongst us a deep sense of bereavement 
caused by the death, while on a visit to this country, of John 
Wilhelm Rowntree, of Yorkshire, England, a member of Lon- 
don Yearly Meeting. 

His work both here and in England has been highly valued; 
while to many of us he had become personally endeared. 

May there be raised up on both sides of the Atlantic those 


who will help forward the objects which were so near his 
heart. 


EXERCISES OF WOMEN’S BRANCH. 


At the opening of women’s meeting earnest prayer 
was offered for divine blessing and guidance. 
Friends spoke feelingly of the vacant places caused by 
death, sickness or the infirmities of age; but the sor- 
rowing hearts were reminded of the promise, 
“ Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted.” 

The epistles from the other yearly meetings were 
much appreciated, showing as they did the life and 
earnestness that pervade our Society. One was com- 
mended for its very interesting account of useful 
work done, another because it inspired those who 
heard it with a desire to do work. The thought was 
expressed that the progress made by Friends in the 
last twenty-five vears is nowhere more apparent than 
in the epistles. 

After the reading of the epistle from New York 
tributes were paid to the memory of Esther H. 
Barnes, who was with Philadelphia Friends last year, 
and Joshua Washburn, who had several times been a 
welcome visitor to this meeting. 

A Friend said that she was glad of the special stress 
laid by the Indiana epistle on a free gospel ministry, 
for in frequent visits to that State she had seen meet- 
ings of the other branch of Friends change from free 
ministry to a paid pastorate. 

The report of the Committee on Education was fol- 
lowed by a concern for the mid-week meetings attend- 
ed by school children. Many spoke of the benefit of 
these to the children, but there was sincere regret 
that so few adult members feel it a duty and a pleas- 
ure to sit with them, and thus make the meetings 
more helpful. 

The report of the Committee on George School was 
received with a feeling of thankfulness for the ad- 
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vantages enjoyed. There was a general desire that 
the school life might be simple, and parents were 
asked to help the teachers in their efforts to make it 
so. Children should be taught that it is brave to do 
without what they cannot afford to have. An appeal 
was made to parents in affluent circumstances to dress 
their children simply, for the sake of example. 

After expressing appreciation of the scope and 
character of the work done by the Philanthropic 
Committee a concern arose lest some should feel re- 
lieved from individual work, because so much was 
being done by the committee; these were assured that 
the workers are far too few for the work that needs 
to be done. An elderly Friend was quoted who did 
not feel free to work on a philanthropic committee 
herself, but who commended her granddaughter for 
working in this way if she felt free to do so. 

A Friend expressed her gratification that the Rep- 
resentative Committee had encouraged the Mayor of 
Philadelphia to greater efforts for the suppression of 
vice, and hoped that this committee would always be 
on the alert for opportunities to exert its influence 
on the side of morality and good government. 

In considering the queries there was a general feel- 
ing that it is not necessary to ask whether the be- 
havior of Friends in meeting is becoming. It was 
suggested that it would be better to inquire whether 
there was life in the meeting. 

The words, “ against a professional ministry ” are 
a stumbling block to many, as they have the feeling 
that all Friends need concern themselves with is a 
faithful testimony to a free ministry of the gospel in 
their own meetings. A young member said that peo- 
ple of other denominations frequently visit our meet- 
ings and are cordially welcomed. For Friends to visit 
their meetings occasionally is not an expression of 
approval of their mode of worship. It was suggested 
that changes of discipline should be made from time 
to time, as the meeting outgrew the old requirements, 
without waiting until the occasion was ripe for a gen- 
eral revision. 

A Friend said that one reason why there are not 
more ministers is because some who feel moved to 
speak fear that they will not meet the present demand 
for an educated ministry. 

The number of children in the First-day schools 
who are not members, or who have one parent a mem- 
ber, aroused much interest. There was a general 
feeling that where one parent is a member, the other 
parent and the children should be invited to become 
members; also that a similar invitation be extended 
to others who manifest an interest in our meetings. 
If they say that they are not “ good enough,” they 
should be reminded that it is part of the work of the 
meeting to help its members to become better. 

There was much regret that any Friends’ children 
should be placed from amongst Friends while at 
school, as this is the formative period of life, and in- 
fluences exerted then are often lasting. It was felt 
that there are now enough educational opportunities 
offered by Friends to provide for all Friends’ children 
who need to leave home to attend school. The delays 
acknowledged in dealing with offenders were re- 


gretted, for “ delays are dangerous.” When a mem- 
ber transgresses we should go immediately to do the 
kind, helpful thing. There was evidence of a growing 
feeling that members should not be disowned, for the 
wrongdoers are the ones who need the care of the 
meeting most. 

The fact that almost one-half of the teachers in the 
day schools are not members was the cause of com- 
ment. It was explained that many of these are spe- 
cialists; also that as a rule the salaries paid are not 
large enough to secure young men of ability as teach- 
ers, and members cannot always be found suited to 
the positions. The attention of Friends was called to 
the need of a well-endowed normal school for the 
training of teachers. 

‘A concern was feelingly introduced in regard to 
the alarming spread of polygamy, in our country, 
under the guise of religion. This subject took deep 
hold of the meeting, and the desire was expressed 
that we more thoroughly inform ourselves concern- 
ing this evil which threatens the very foundations of 
our social life, and be ready to do what lies in our 
power to arouse public opinion against this menace 
to the home.” 

The reading of the beautiful memorial of Margar- 
etta Walton was a fitting close of the sessions of the 
week. She had so long occupied a place on the upper 
seat (part of the time at the clerk’s desk), and her 
words of counsel had fallen like dew upon so many 
hearts, that as the story of her life was read, those 
who listened again saw her face looking down upon 
them, and felt the benediction of her love and sym- 
pathy. In the hush that followed, one after another 
arose and told of the warmth of her friendship, the 
uplifting power of her personality, the joy and peace 
of her life. In the hearts of those who knew her she 
still lives, leading them always to higher things. 


(To be concluded next week.) 








If a cabbage from a certain seed, under certain con- 
ditions, after a certain number of days’ growth, ought 
to be ten, but actually is but eight inches high, still 
it is better to let it continue to grow from its own 
roots than to cut it off, perch it on a stick, and make 
it at once ten inches high. . . . Similarly each man 
should use his own reason and conscience; not because 
his mind is necessarily better than anyone else’s, but 
because it is his own.—Aylmer Maude. 


* & 


You have seen the ships upon the sea; they sail 
hither and thither thousands of miles. Do they find 
aught equal to love? Can they bring back precious 
gems to rival it from the rich south ? 

The reapers have been in the corn these thousand 
years, the miners in the earth, the toilers in the city; 
in all the labor and long-suffering is there anything 
like unto love? any reward or profit in the ships, the 
mines, the warehouses ? . Could but love stay, 
could but love have its will, no more would be needed 
for eternity.—Richard Jeffries. 
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Eprrors: Lypra H. Hatt, RacHet W. HILLBoRN, 
ELIzaABeTH Lioyp, R. BaRcLay SPICER. 
BUSINESS MANAGER: CHARLES F. JENKINS. 


Reading matter, for insertion the same week, must reach us 
not later than Third-day morning. 


Please address all letters to N. W. Corner Fifteenth and 
Cherry Streets, Philadelphia. 


BIRTHRIGHT MEMBERSHIP. 


Tuere are a number of our young Friends who 
feel seriously concerned that our birthright members 
should be required, at some time in the course of 
their spiritual development, to decide for themselves 
whether or not they will retain their connection with 
the Society of Friends. The richer religious life 
which it is thought this would give to the individual, 
and through the individual to the Society, is ably set 
forth in the leading article of this issue, written by 
one who is evidently a Friend through convincement, 
as well as by birthright. While admitting the valid- 
ity of her arguments, a careful examination of the 
present conditions of our Society leads us to believe 
that what seems, from some points of view, to be an 
element of weakness, may easily be made our great- 
est strength. We sometimes hear it asserted that our 
most valuable members are those who have come to 
us from without. There is no doubt that several who 
have left other religious denominations to unite with 
ours have been a source of strength to us, and have at 
the same time broadened our outlook. But the lead- 
ers of our Society, those whose influence is felt by all 
of our vearly meetings, are, and have been, with very 
few exceptions, birthright members. They have 
grown up in the Society, and its principles and testi- 
monies are a part of their very being. 

A large proportion of those who have been re- 
ceived into membership during the past fifty years 
were minor children with one parent a member, who 
were received under our care before they were old 
enough to be fully persuaded in their own minds. 
These, as well as the children whose parents were 
both Friends at the time of their birth, have come 
under the Friendly influence in home, First-day 
school and meeting. They have become familiar 
with our principles and attached to our form of wor- 
ship, and in a greater or less degree have held com- 
munion with the Divine. They have heard others 
speak of the direct manifestations of God’s love, and 
have expressed their consciousness of the indwelling 
Christ, either in their own words, or in the words re- 
cited as sentiments in the First-day school. The re- 
sult is that many of them have become Friends in 
deed as well as in name. If a careful comparison 
were made with other denominations which require 
a declaration of convictions, or at least a confirma- 
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tion, before full membership is conferred, it would 
probably be found that there is as great a proportion 
of indifference among them as in our Society. 

In order that our children may value and improve 
their birthright, the three influences already referred 
to should be made as helpful as possible. There 
should be a healthy spiritual atmosphere in the home, 
and sympathy between parents and children, so that 
the children will feel an interest in all that is vital 
to the parents. Then if the parents place the affairs 
of the meeting above social duties and worldly busi- 
ness, the children will grow to attach a like import- 
ance to them, and will be guided more by the light 
within than by thoughts of what people will say. 

The First-day school should be so interesting, and 
so thorough in its teaching, that not only the children 
of Friends, but all the other children who attend, will 
be drawn toward the Society, and will have a fair 
understanding of the principles on which it rests. 
Even if there is no direct teaching of these princi- 
ples, they should be so exemplified in the lives of the 
teachers and other adult members of the school, that 
the children will absorb them unconsciously. 

The meetings for worship should be so filled with 
the power of the spirit that the little children who 
cannot understand the spoken word will feel that God 
is in their midst. Then when the meeting is over 
the elders should take these little ones by the hand 
and tell them what a help their presence has been. 
Older children should be encouraged to attend meet- 
ings for business, and these should be held at times 
when it is possible for the young men and women to 
be present, and be assigned to such duties as they are 
able and willing to perform. 

If the influences of home and First-day school and 
meeting are what they should be, few of our birth- 
right members will fail to take possession of their 
religious heritage. 


In another column we publish this week Caroline 
Hall’s paper on the subject treated above. In the 
concluding installment of the report of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting next week the discussion at the First- 
day School meeting on Fourth-day of last week will 
be reported. 


CURRENT EVENTS. 


The first annual meeting of the National Associa- 
tion for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis 
was held in Washington last week. It was stated that 
in Pennsylvania the average cost of curing a tuber- 
culosis patient is $120; in Maryland, $96; in New 
York, from $7 to $8 per week. In comparison with 
this it is estimated that the value of the life saved, to- 
gether with the cost of attention and medicines in 
eases where no special treatment was secured, 
amounts to a total of $2,000. 

Homer Folks, in an address, said that the reasons 
for the continued prevalence of this preventable dis- 
ease may be resolved into one—that we do not realize 
the value of public health as an investment; that we 
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are not yet ready to devote sufficient means to the 
saving of human life, even when the opportunity is 
placed squarely before us. 

Dr. Osler urged medical schools to pay more atten- 
tion to the incipient stages of tuberculosis, so that 
the young practicioner may know in time what ails 
his patient. 


Notwithstanding the strong protests of the citizens 
of Philadelphia, led by many of the city’s most promi- 
nent business men, the City Council has voted to 
lease the gas works to the United Gas Improvement 
Company for seventy-five years to come, for $25,- 
000,000, disregarding a more advantageous offer 
from a New York syndicate. There were nine votes 
against the measure in the Common Council and four 
in the Select Council. Indignation mass meetings of 
citizens are being held in a number of wards. One 
hundred Methodist ministers marched to the City 
Hall, and in eloquent words asked Mayor Weaver to 
protect the rights of the people. The Mayor has 
pledged his word that he will use all the power he 
can wield to prevent the lease from becoming a law. 
As an indication that he is in earnest Director Smyth, 
of Publie Safety, and Director Costello, of Public 
Works, have been removed by him from office. 


Judge Albion W. Tourgee, of Mayville, N. Y., 
died at Bordeaux, France, on the 21st, he being 
American Consul at that place. The disease which 
‘aused his death resulted from a Civil War wound. 
Judge Tourgee was best known as the author of “ A 
Fool’s Errand, by one of the Fools,” a novel dealing 
with the reconstruction period in the South, which 
was published in 1879, and has been widely read. In 
writing of this period he was treating of a subject 
with which he was thoroughly familiar. He served in 
the Civil War, was wounded at Bull Run and Perry- 
ville, and was six months in Libby Prison. After the 
war he settled as lawyer, farmer and editor at 
Greensboro, N. C. From 1868 until 1874 he was 
Judge of the Superior Court for the Seventh Judicial 
District of North Carolina, in which the Ku Klux 
Klan was most powerful. His portrayal of the state 
of affairs during these troublous days gives one side 
of the situation with great fairness; but whoever 
reads “ A Fool’s Errand” shouid supplement it by 
reading Thomas Nelson Page’s “ Red Rock.” 


Elizabeth Riis, wife of Jacob A. Riis, the well- 
known writer and lecturer, died on the 18th of pneu- 
monia, at her home, Richmond Hill, L. I. She de- 
voted a great deal of her time to social service. In 
his book on “ The Making of an American ” her hus- 
band devoted one chapter to her. She was 53 years 
old, and was born in Kibo, Denmark. She married 
Jacob A. Riis there in 1876. She was a woman of 


literary ability, and often collaborated with her hus- 
band. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly, in session 
this week at Winona Lake, Indiana, without a speech 


and without a dissenting vote, decided to admit the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. A canvass of the 
votes previously taken by the Presbyteries showed 
144 votes in favor of the union and 39 against it. 
This was the final action of the General Assembly 
on one of the greatest questions that has come before 
it since the Civil War. By it is brought back into 
the general organization a branch which withdrew 
from the original denomination in 1860, because of 
difference over the question of slavery. 

After this action an official telegram was read from 
the negro Cumberland Assembly, in session at Hunts- 
ville, Ala., saying that a committee had been ap- 
pointed to consider union with the Presbyterian 
Church, and asking that a similar committee be 
named by the General Assembly. It was referred to 
the Committee on Bills and Overtures. A proposi- 
tion to allow separate Presbyteries for negroes and 
foreigners in the boundaries of old Presbyteries was 
adopted with but one dissenting voice. 


The American Bible League held its convention in 
New York last week. “ Higher Criticism” of the 
Bible was condemned as an “ insidious disease,” it 
being declared that running through the various 
phases it will bring the destruction of all distinctive- 
ly Christian dogma. “ The higher critics,” said one 
speaker, “‘ have not only taken away the old views, 
but they have added new views of man and his needs. 
They give us a new theology. We call it heresy.” 
John Urquhart, a minister, from Glasgow, Scotland, 
replying to the question, “ Is the Book of Jonah His- 
tory or Parable?” maintained that Jonah was an his- 
torical character, and that the Scripture stands or 
falls with the historical character of the book of 
Jonah. Professor Albert T. Clay, of the University 
of Pennsylvania, was one of the speakers at the con- 
vention. 


Work was started last week on the Ohio Building 
of the American University in Washington, the estab- 
lishment of which is under the care of the Methodists, 
Bishop McCabe being the Chancellor. The founda- 
tions were laid some months ago. It is to cost $150,- 
000. The money is in hand, but the $100,000 will be 
required for the equipment of the building. The 
structure will stand in the center of the 93-acre lot, 
and will adjoin the Hall of History. 


The sport of pigeon shooting appears to be doomed 
in England. At its annual meeting, on the 20th, the 
Hurlingham Club, which, although mainly concerned 
with polo, was originally started as a pigeon shooting 
club, by an overwhelming majority carried a resolu- 
tion proposed by the president, Earl Ancaster, to 
henceforth abolish pigeon shooting at the club. Par- 
liament attempted to deal with the question in 1883, 
but the House of Lords vetoed the bill adopted by 
the House of Commons prohibiting trap shooting on 
the ground of its brutality. It is expected that after 
the Hurlingham Club’s decision the Lords will no 
longer oppose such a bill. 
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The Second Chamber of the States General of Hol- 
land, on the 19th, by 56 to 5 votes, appropriated the 
sum of $280,000 to purchase the ground comprising 
an area of twelve acres on which to erect the Palace 
of Peace, for which Andrew Carnegie donated $1,- 
500,000. The Opposition contended that the other 
Powers should co-operate in providing this sum, but 
the Premier, Doctor Kuyper, replied that the honor 
of the Netherlands and its gratitude to Mr. Carnegie 
for the privilege enjoyed by the Netherlands as a re- 
sult of his providing the palace for the Court of Ar- 
bitration demanded that the money to purchase the 
site be voted. 


PROGRESS OF TEMPERANCE REFORM. 


As a means of promoting consideration and discus- 
sion of the liquor question, the Prohibition National 
Committee has arranged a rather unique scheme. It 
is proposed to have a large number of debates all 
over the country during Sixth month, and the com- 
mittee has selected a subject, and will furnish out- 
lines and suggestions for both sides in the contest. 
The subject selected is, “ Resolved, That the Prohibi- 
tion Reform is Moving Backward.” The committee 
has prepared a twenty-four-page pamphlet giving the 
outlines and facts to be worked into argument on 
both sides of the proposition. ‘The material has been 
impartially collected and arranged. The plan and 
the outline will be sent to any organization which will 
arrange for a debate on the subject. To secure the 
plan and the suggested brief simply address Prohibi- 
tion National Headquarters, 530 The Temple, Chi- 
eago, lil. Almost any neighborhood could hold a de- 
bate of this kind with profit. 


%* & & 


Governor Folk, of Missouri, has given notice that 
liquor dealers who have been defying the laws of the 
State will be made to obey the same. He says that 
localities where the local authorities do not enforce 
the statute, will be visited by the Attorney General 
with instructions to see that the laws are obeyed. 
yovernor Folk says: “ My duty is to enforce the law, 
and I intend to do it the best I can throughout the 
State. The dramshops must either respect the laws 
of this State or they will have to show that they are 
stronger than the State.” 

* *& 


The Kansas Supreme Court has lately handed 
down two important decisions relating to the enforce- 
ment of the prohibitory law of that State. It was 
contended by an appellant that the sale of liquor for 
mechanical, medicinal and scientific purposes was a 
primary right with which even the State Legislature 
could not interfere. The court held, on the contrary, 
that the Legislature might prohibit the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquor for any purpose if it believed such pro- 
hibition was necessary to protect the health, morals 
or peace of the community. This decision is entirely 
in line with previous decisions by the United States 
_ Supreme Court. The next case involved the question 
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whether a city of the first class could receive the right 
from the legislature to pass local ordinances for the 
enforcement of the prohibitory law, if such right was 
not conferred on cities of the second and third class. 
The court declared that localities could not be denied 
the right to employ such means for their own protec- 
tion against lawbreakers as their peculiar circum- 
stances dictated. It was held, as a matter of fact, that 
the larger the city the more difficult the matter of 
law enforcement, and that a city of the first class 
might and did need ordinances which the smaller mu- 
nicipality did not require. 


SUMMER ACTIVITY OF 
FRIENDS. 

A summer kindergarten is maintained in New 
York city under the care of the Philanthropic Com- 
mittee of the monthly meeting. During the winter 
there are many societies at work, among the poor 
people in the crowded tenement section just east of 
Friends’ Meeting House, at Fifteenth Street and 
Rutherfurd Place, but during the summer a number 
of these activities are discontinued. The need for care 
at this time is very great, especially among the young 
children, and the large, cool rooms of Friends’ Semi- 
nary, with its playgrounds, are advantageous for this. 
This work has been carried on there during the last 
three summers; the fourth season opens Seventh 
month 5th and continues each school day morning, 
from 9 to 12, until Ninth month Ist. 

There are three teachers who conduct a kindergar- 
ten for the little tots, and classes in sewing and other 
hand work for the elder ones. The salaries and ex- 
penses for materials bring the total cost to over 

250.00. 

The monthly meeting appropriation allows $100.00 
for this work, and the rest is raised by subscription. 
Donations large or small may be sent to Dorothy E. 
Dressler, 334 West 88th Street, New York. 


NEW YORK 


MIAMI QUARTERLY MEETING. 


An interested gathering of Friends was that of 
Miami Quarterly Meeting, held at Waynesville, O., 
Fifth month 13th. The call to the whole committee 
of the “ Friends’ Home ” brought members from dif- 
ferent parts of our yearly meeting, which added life 
and interest to the religious and business sessions. 
On Seventh-day about one hundred persons partook 
of a bountiful lunch, served in the dining room of 
the new home, which was highly appreciated. 

The committee feel that the work toward the com- 
pletion of this “ Friends’ Home ” is progressing sat- 
isfactorily, and they hope to be able, in the near fu- 
ture, to open its doors to those who desire to avail 
themselves of its comforts. Wide halls, cheery rooms 
and a pleasant outlook are some of its marked fea- 
tures. 

Our next quarterly meeting is to be held at Green 
Plain, near Selma, Ohio, Eighth month 12th, one 
week before Indiana Yearly Meeting, which meets at 
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Pendleton, Ind. We extend a cordial invitation to 
any of the Central Committee of the General Con- 
ference, or other interested Friends who may be able 
to meet with us at this time to do so, and we will en- 
deavor to make your stay with us as pleasant as pos- 
sible. 


South Charleston, 0. Revsen M. Roserts. 


EASTON AND GRANVILLE HALF-YEARLY 
MEETING. 

This meeting was held the 16th, 17th and 18th of 
this month. Emily P. Yeo, of New York, was in at- 
tendance. 

Fourth-day morning the meeting was opened with 
prayer by Hannah B. Allen. Emily P. Yeo spoke 
from the text of the Lord’s Prayer, and presented in 
a beautiful way the truth that if we take Christ as 
our guide and companion, we shall not be overcome, 
either by evil or misfortune, but shall be enabled to 
do all that is required of us, and shall possess the 
peace which the world can neither give nor take from 
us. 
Joseph Lawton, of Pittstown, spoke briefly on the 
duty of obedience. He referred to the many sermons 
he had listened to in his youth, which were full of 
warning to be prepared for the “ great change ” 
which must come to all. Then he told of the com- 
forting, impressive words of an aged minister, who 
said to him, “ If we live near the truth and abide in 
it, the change will be slight. 

Fifth-day morning, Joseph Lawton exhorted his 
hearers to seek for the true riches which only can give 
real happiness and peace. 

Emily P. Yeo spoke from the text, “ Know ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the spirit of 
God dwelleth in you?” She also gave a beautiful ex- 
position of the 23d Psalm. She said we must think 
of God as a God of love. In Acts 10: 35 she ex- 
plained the word “ fear ” to be the feeling of a loving 
child for its parent—the fear of not doing that which 
would please, and that which was required of it. 

The meeting closed with a period of silence. We 
felt it to be a great favor that Emily P. Yeo could be 
with us at this time. L. J. M. 


FAIRFAX QUARTERLY MEETING. 


Fairfax Quarterly Meeting, which has for many 
years been held at Hopewell, Va., this year held its 
sessions on Seventh-day and Second-day at that place 
as usual, but on First-day, the 14th, instead of the 
large and disorderly gathering which has been wont 
to assemble at Hopewell, there was a smaller but 
quiet assembly of interested worshipers gathered at 
the Friends’ meeting house in Winchester, where they 
were favored to listen to an excellent sermon from 
John J. Cornell, of Baltimore. He spoke on Christi- 
anity, its objects and results, from the standpoint of 
Friends, giving a clear and forcible exposition of his 
subject. 

After a luncheon served at the meeting house the 
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First-day School Union convened. It was opened 
by Seripture reading. Names of delegates from the 
various schools were then called. These responded 
with quotations from William Penn. The Union was 
then entertained by recitations from some of the lit- 
tle ones, and also from those who were older. These 
were followed by a series of papers, based upon Rev. 
11: 15: “ The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever.” 

The papers were all of great interest, showing 
thought and care in their preparation. They were 
followed by some remarks by John J. Cornell. After 
a brief silence the meeting adjourned. 

On Second-day the meeting for worship was ad- 
dressed by John J. Cornell. He took for his text, 
“ Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for 
when he is proved he shall receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to them that love him.” 
David W. Branson and Mary F. Steer also had a 
share in the ministry. 

The business of the quarterly meeting was then 
entered into. ‘Three of the queries were answered, 
calling forth feeling remarks from some present. 

After the transacting of other routine business the 
meeting closed, under a feeling that the whole ocea- 
sion had been one of helpfulness and spiritual up- 
lift. 

The social and religious-services of John J. Cornell 
and wife, who have spent ten days in this community, 
have brought encouragement and strength to many 
hearts. me 

Hopewell, Va. 


It was our privilege to attend the meeting at Win- 
chester on First-day, Fifth month 14th, and on See- 
ond-day, the 15th, at Hopewell, Virginia. 

In the morning meeting at Winchester John J. 
Cornell spoke most acceptably. A large number of 
interested Friends were present, and a beautiful spirit 
of harmony and quiet devotion characterized the 
meeting. 

The noon hour was a pleasant opportunity for so- 
cial greetings. Dinner was spread in the meeting 
house by different groups, and a very happy time 
ensued. 

The afternoon was devoted to the interests of the 
Quarterly First-day School Union. A number of 
good recitations were given by members of the 
schools of Woodlawn, Winchester and Hopewell. 

A most admirable paper was then read by Lena 
Janney Stabler, of Washington, on “ How to Make 
the Child His Child.” This was followed by Lida 
Gillingham, of Woodlawn, on “ How to Make the 
Home His Home.” Ellen J. Smith, of Goose Creek, 
read a paper prepared by Jesse Brown, on “ How to 
Make the Church His Church.” “ How to Make the 
Government His Government ” was treated by D. 
Arthur Robinson, of Hopewell. William R. Smith, 
of Winchester, then gave a general summing up of 
all the topics treated. John J. Cornell then made 
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some most helpful remarks. The meeting was felt to 
be an interesting and instructive occasion. 

In the evening John J. Cornell held an appointed 
meeting at Stine’s Chapel, which was well attended 
considering the heavy rain which came during the 
afternoon and evening. John J. Cornell spoke most 
tenderly, especially of true repentance and forgive- 
ness, and the beauty of a Christ-like life, and the need 
of our Heavenly Father’s help in all our life. It has 
been our privilege many times to hear our Friend 
speak, but never did we hear him speak more lovingly 
and helpfully than in this evening meeting. All felt 
it had been a privilege to be present. 

On Second-day morning, at ten o’clock, was held 
at Hopewell a meeting for worship, at which John 
J. Cornell again was helpful in words of council. 
Mary F. Steer and David Branson also spoke. After 
a short intermission the business meeting was held. 
The minute for John J. Cornell and his wife Eliza 
was read, and many Friends gave utterance to their 
thankfulness for their presence, for the words of 
council, and for the social visits in their homes. 

It was a beautiful day, the mountains were looking 
their loveliest, the Friends from Waterford, Wood- 
lawn, Lincoln, were numerous, and nearly all of the 
Hopewell and Winchester Friends were present, mak- 
ing it a most enjoyable occasion, one to be most 
thankful for. Those who were in attendance at the 
meeting at Hopewell for ministers and elders, on 
Seventh-day, reported it to be an unusually good 


meeting. G. L. B. 
West Philadelphia, Pa. 


FRIENDS’ MEETINGS IN MARYLAND, 1697. 


[The following is the only list of Friends’ meetings in Mary- 
land that I have any knowledge of an early date. It is evi- 
dently a correct list of all Friends’ meetings as secured by the 
sheriffs of the several counties, by direction of the Governor.— 
Kirk Brown, Baltimore.]} 


In obedience to an order of His Excellency the 
Governor and Council (of Maryland), dated 10th of 
August, 1697, commanding the several Sheriffs of 
this Province to return a list of what Romish Priests, 
and Lay Brothers, are residents, in their respective 
counties, and what churches, chapels or places of wor- 
ship they have, what manner of buildings they are, 
and in what places situated, and return also a like 
account about Quakers and other Dissenters from the 
Church of England, and of their places of worship, 
&e. 

Ann Arundell county, The Quakers have one new 
timber work meeting house at West River, upon land 
formerly Mr. Francis Hooker’s, by them purchased 
to the quantity of two acres, where they keep their 
Yearly Meeting (which is at Whitsontide). Also a 
Quarterly Meeting in Herring Creek Meeting-house 
standing on land purchased of Saml. Chew. Also a 
meeting at the house of Wm. Richardson, Sen. West 
River. Also a weekly meeting at the house of Ann 
Lumbolt, near the head of South River. Also Month- 
ly Meeting at the house of John Belt. So far as I 
have the account from Mr. Richardson I can under- 
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stand of no preachers they have in this county but 
Mr. Wm. Richardson, and Samuel Galloways wife. 

Calvert County, The Quakers have one very old 
meeting house near Leonard’s Creek, and one place 
of meeting in the dwelling house of George Royston 
at the Cliffts. 

Talbott County, as to the Quakers place of wor- 
ship, they have a small meeting-house at Ralph Fish- 
bourns, and another at Howell Powsly, another be- 
tween King’s Creek and Tuckahoe, these are clap- 
board houses about 20 feet long. Another frame 


house at the head of Tread Haven Creek, about 50 
feet long. 


WORDS OF QUAKER WORTHIES.—IL. 


“Gospel Truth Demonstrated, in a Collection of 
Doctrinal Books, Given Forth by that Faithful Min- 
ister of Jesus Christ, George Fox: Containing Prin- 
ciples, Essential to Christianity and Salvation, held 
among the People called Quakers ” (London, 1706), 
is a portly folio of more than a thousand pages. This 
particular copy before me endears itself to those who 
knew that kindly English Friend, the late Charles 
Thompson, for it is one of a hundred volumes, chiefly 
of Friends’ Ancient Literature, presented to Swarth- 
more College by Charles Thompson, in commemora- 
tion of his visit to the college in 1876. 

“ Peter Clare his Book 1763,” and “ M. H. & A. 
Clares Book 1789,”—these inscriptions on the fly- 
leaf suggest a treasuring of the old tome, and the 
handing of it down through the years, in some 
Quaker home in the mother land. And a treasurable 
book it is, that may well have been the pride of the 
Clare library,—interesting to us not so much for its 
addresses to kings and popes and bishops and Jews, 
but chiefly for its prefatory testimonies to the charac- 
ter and career of our great Founder. 

Modern biographers have lost the genial unction 
and the quaint heartiness of the seventeenth century 
authors. The masterly word-portraits that Lord 
Clarendon drew, the loving tributes to the worthies 
of their time from the hand of Izaak Walton and 
John Aubrey and Antony a Wood and their fellows, 
form a charming chapter of our literature. Almost 
as engaging are the earliest memorials concerning 
George Fox. 

Thus, sturdy George Whitehead and thirteen other 
Friends, on behalf of “ our Second-Days-Morning- 
Meeting,” Tenth month 24th, 1705, bear this testi- 
mony: 


‘* And as this Faithful Minister and Witness of Christ was a Man 
Fearing God, Hating Covetousness, and Eschewing Evil, and was a 
deep Sufferer, for his Testimony to the Truth, when on Earth ; he Died 
in the Favour of God, and Rests with Him in Heaven, with his Church 
Triumphant over his Persecutors.’’ 


Luke Howard and others of Kert Quarterly Meet- 
ing, Eighth month 5th, 1691, speak of Fox’s organ- 
izing power: 


And afterwards the Lord sent the said G. F. again, to appoint 
Mens and Womens Meetings, and to see that the whole Family 
was kept in good Order, as becomes the House of God: Also, 
that blessed Instrument gave forth many good Epistles and In- 
structions, both in Print, and Manuscript, for the edifying of 
the Body, and building of it up in the Love of God, who made 
him shine in the Church unto the End of his Days. We have 
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often felt the Life and Love of God in his Ministry, and never 
saw him applaud or set up himself. 


Ambrose Rigge, of Ryegate in Surrey, comes next, 
averring that Fox “ travelled thro’ many Sufferings, 
Tryals and Tribulations; in Perils (by Sea and Land) 
and at last by false Brethren; but the Lord’s Power 
was his Shield, and defended him to the End of his 
Days, from all the Darts of Opposition of the Adver- 
sary. He was a Goodly Person, and of an aimiable 
Countenance, and lived to a good Old Age, and was 
gathered in Peace unto his Father’s, and rests in Eter- 
nal Glory.” 

From a grateful Friend in York, John Taylor, we 
have the very words whereby Fox carried convince- 
ment to one seeking heart,— 

“When I first went to him,” writes Taylor, “he treated me 
in meekness like a Lamb; he took me by the Hand, and said, 
Young Man, This is the Word of the Lord to thee, There are 
Three Scriptures thou must witness to be fulfilled; First, Thou 
must be turned from Darkness to Light; next, Thou must come 
to the Knowledge of the Glory of God; and then, Thou must be 
changed from Glory to Glory; and this had such an Impression 
on me, that I was fully satisfied he was sent of God, and the 
Word of Life was with him; and what he then said unto me, 
was more effectual than all that I had ever heard from all my 
Teachers before, to the setling and confirming me in the Faith 


of Jesus Christ; and I praise the Lord that sent this his faith- 


ful Witness, with the Gospel of Peace and glad Tidings to my 
soul. 


Swarthmore College. 


J. R. H. 


RECENT VERSE. 

Those who practice “the homely slighted shep- 
herd’s trade” have found a friendly publisher in 
Richard G. Badger. From his Gorham Press in Bos- 
ton, issue many little volumes of rhyme, with here 
and there some real poetry. To the latter class be- 
long “ Cassia,” by Edith M. Thomas; “ A Pageant of 
Life,” by Gamaliel Bradford, Jr., and “ Interludes,” 
by Philip Becker Goetz. 

The author of “ Cassia” was long since launched 
upon her career by the kindly friendship of Helen 
Hunt Jackson; and since the death of her patron this 
younger sister-poet has sustained the tradition of im- 
passioned revery and affectionate musing that in a 
way originated with the gifted “ H. H.” Never does 
she fail in her loyalty to Keats; again and again she 
returns to meditate upon the young immortal of Eng- 
lish song. To all who have stood beside Keats’ grave 
in the little Protestant cemetery, on the borders of 
old Rome, these lines will appeai: 

“T have beheld that grave, with violets dim, 

In the great Cesar’s City where he sleeps: 
And, over it, a little laurel sweeps, 
Fruited and leafed eternally for him; 
Not far away, a pine, of sturdier limb. 
Leaf, flower, and grass the mellow sunlight steeps, 
And this dear grave! Ah, how the soul upleaps, 
The breath comes tremblingly, and the eyes swim ! ” 

Philip Goetz, too, is devoted to Keats’ memory. 
Into his verse he puts a tenderness and warmth that 
he has acquired through loving perusal of “ Keats’ 
old honeyed volume of romance.” “ The Death of 
Keats ” is a poem of true pathos; versifying the latest 
words of the poet as he lay in Rome, in those winter 
days of 1821, he makes Keats speak of his own won- 
derful verse so modestly: 


“How much good willingly the world foregoes, 
How, work your mightiest, it passes by. 
But they to me were beautiful, those moods, 
Complete in nothing, merely fragments all.” 

As a celebrant of nature, of music, and of his fa- 
vorite poets, the author of “ Interludes” holds a 
place among the more serious of the younger school 
of American singers. His earlier book, “ Poems” 
(1898), contains some impressive and beautiful verse. 

For sonnets such as Arnold might have written and 
Pater admired, one must turn to the opening section 
of Gamaliel Bradford’s book. Here the author has 
concentrated into fourteen lines each his feeling and 
thought concerning deathless names, among them 
Heraclitus, Theocritus, Virgil, the poet of “the 
sheaf, the vine, the apple, and the bee,”—Marcus 
Aurelius, Petrarch, Chaucer of the “ serene, bright 
laughter, harming none,”—Rubens, The Pilgrim 
Fathers, Cervantes, “ sweet saint of merriment, with 
kindly eyes.” ‘The wisdom and beautiful ideals of a 
long-lost world shine through these sonnets; their 
author becomes at once the friend of every reader 
who brings a right sympathy to their perusal. 

In the last of these fifty-five distinguished sonnets 
the poet sums up his philosophy in these lines: 

“Over the stormy sea of human fear 
Two stars forever shine, serene and clear, 
The star of laughter and the star of love.” 

Best thing of all in the book, however, is the long 
reverie, “ The Villa of Hadrian,” a poem of marked 
beauty and pensive charm. 

The publisher of the above-named books has begun 
the issue of a small literary magazine, “ The Knight 
Errant.” He offers to mail it gratis to any who may 
care to send him their names. Address, R. G. Badger, 
The Gorham Press, Boston. 

A simple flower may utter truth in the silence of 
its beauty. 

“ Shaming the brutal world of war and plunder, 
Where ruthless wars increase; 
Rebuking all the savage battle-thunder 
With undertone of peace.” 

So writes Lloyd Mifflin, in his new book, “ The 
Fleeing Nymph and Other Verse.” (Boston: Small, 
Mayrard & Co.). So well known for his many fine 
sonnets (a collected edition of which is in press), he 
here exhibits his command over blank verse and lyric 
forms. How touching is the close of the poem 
“ Sanctuary ”’: 

“O love! Cling closer in the fading light! 
The winds begin to wail, 


And many a ship, storm-beaten through the night, 
Shall perish in the gale! 


“ Cling closer—closer in the gathering gray! 
Let the wild breakers roll! 
Safe moored are we within the quiet bay— 
Love’s harbor of the soul.” 

The blending of half-pagan regret and pathos with 
gentle Christian faith and resignation, gives atmos- 
phere to the whole book. 

The old myth of Pan and Syrinx is told in the title- 
poem with abundance of Hellenic grace and color; so 
that one wishes for further telling of the ancient im- 
mortal stories from so sympathetic a pen. 


J. R. H. 
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THE OLD HOME. 


7% An old lane, an old gate, an old house by a tree, 
A wild wood, a wild brook—they will not let me be; 
In boyhood I knew them, and still they call to me. 


Down deep in my heart’s core I hear them and my eyes 
Through tear-mists behold them beneath the old-time skies, 
*Mid bee-boom and rose-bloom and orchard lands arise. 


I hear them; and heartsick with longing is my soul, 
To walk there, to dream there, beneath the sky’s blue bowl; 
Around me, within me, the weary world made whole. 


To talk with the wild brook of all the long-ago; 
To whisper the wood-wind of things we used to know 
When we were old companions, before my heart knew woe. 


To walk with the morning and watch its rose unfold; 
To drowse with the noontide, lulled on its heart of gold; 
To lie with the night-time and dream the dreams of old. 


To tell to the old trees, and to each listening leaf, 
The longing, the yearning, as in my boyhood brief, 
The old hope, the old love, would ease my heart of grief. 


The old lane, the old gate, the old house by the tree, 

The wild wood, the wild brook—they will not let me be; 

In boyhood I knew them, and still they call to me. 
—Madison Cawein, in The Criterion. 


BIRTHS. 


PHIPPS.—At Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on Fourth month 23d, 1905, 
re to Dr. Wm. Passmore and Martha W. D. Phipps, a son, who is 
‘% named William Levis Phipps. 


rr 


DEATHS. 


ELKINTON.—At his summer home in Malvern, Pa., on Fifth 
month 18th, 1905, Joseph S. Elkinton, aged 75 years; a valued 
minister of the Arch Street Branch of Friends. He was also 
widely known and esteemed outside the Society of Friends be- 
cause of his interest in the Doukhobors. He visited them and 
gave them timely counsel and assistance when they first came 

to Canada. Some account of his labors will be found in the 
) book entitled, “The Doukhobors,” written by his son, Joseph 
Elkinton. 


WILSON.—At his home in West Liberty, Iowa, Fifth month 

pa Ist, 1905, Joseph Moore Wilson. He was the second son of 

i Thomas and Mary Eves Wilson, and was born at Millville, Pa., 

Eighth month 22d, 1861, where he grew to manhood and where 

he received his education. He came to Iowa in Second month, 

1881, and has lived most of the time since in the vicinity of 

West Liberty. He was married to Ora A. Thorp, First month 

31st, 1889. She and their three children survive him. He had 

always been a strong, active man until about eighteen months 

ago, when he received an injury that was the beginning of a 

long and painful illness, which terminated in death Fifth month 

| lst. He was a loving husband and father, a good citizen, a 

loyal friend, a man of strong, practical common sense and clear 

judgment. Means looking to the betterment of society received 

his hearty support. A birthright member of the Society of 

| Friends, he retained and valued this right to the last. Stricken 

in the prime of life, he leaves to mourn his departure from 

earthly scenes, besides the wife and children, an aged father 

and a sister in Pennsylvania, and two brothers residing near 
Downey, Iowa. 


i “God calls our loved ones, but we lose not wholly 
What He hath given; 
They live on earth, in thought and deed, as truly 
As in His heaven.” 


The funeral took place the morning of the 4th from the 
Friends’ Meeting House, a large concourse of friends being 
present. 
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THOMPSON SHOURDS. 


The following minute of Mutual Aid Association of Friends 
was adopted Fifth month 19th, 1905: 


“Thompson Shourds, for many years a valued, active mem- 
ber of this Association, departed this life Fifth month 15th, 
1905, at the Pennsylvania Hospital, in this city. His services 
as treasurer covered a period of 18 years, and were eminently 
satisfactory to the entire organization. His resignation from 
office a few months previous to his death, was prompted by ill 
health. It is a satisfaction to the active members of the As- 
sociation to make note of the uniform close attention to the 
duties of office and of membership, as well as to the larger and 
more numerous duties of life, on the part of our deceased 
Friend, and to express our sense of sorrow and loss in the de- 
parture of one of our members whose companionship with us 
has been uniformly characterized by genial and sincere good 
will. All those with whom he was associated entertained for 
him a high personal regard and realize that he has passed from 


immortal. ELLWoop HEACcOcK, Secretary.” 


NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Buckingham First-day School is now held immediately after 
the First-day meeting, instead of preceding the meeting, as 
heretofore. 





Benjamin F. Battin, of Swarthmore College, attended Buck- 
ingham Meeting, Fifth month 21st, and spoke of the privileges 
of attending yearly meeting. In the First-day school exercises, 
following the meeting, he related to the children several of the 
stories from Whittier’s collection of “ Child Stories.” 





The Friends of New York and Brooklyn will hold the annual 
excursion and picnic of their First-day schools on Seventh-day 
of their yearly meeting week, Sixth month 3d. The steamer 
“Valley Girl,” with a capacity of 1,000 passengers, has been 
chartered, and the destination will be Orchard Beach, on Man- 
hasset Bay (near Port Washington, L. I.), about 25 miles from 
the city. A cordial invitation is extended to all who desire to 
join in a pleasant outing and to share in the pleasures of the 
pleasant sail of two hours and a half up the Sound, and the 
shady grounds with fine facilities for bathing, boating, fishing 
and games. Full information in regard to particulars of place 
of sailing, ete., will be found in another column. 

In connection with a visit to Chicago in the interests of tem- 
perance work, Wilson Doan, of Indianapolis, was in attendance 
at Chicago Central Meeting of Friends on the 21st inst. His 
thought was taken from Exodus: “And they shall take of the 
blood, and put it on the two side posts and on the lintel... . 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood I will pass over you. 

..”’ There has been in the past a tendency to dwell upon 
certain material interpretations of this incident in Jewish his- 
tory, but the speaker believed the text was equally susceptible 
of a spiritual interpretation. We must not forget the life of 
Jesus in dwelling upon his death. “ For this cause I came into 
the world, to bear witness to the truth.” To enter with sym- 
pathy into the feelings of others is the way to show that we 
have been touched with Jesus’ life. 








The following we take from the Doylestown Intelligencer: 
Dr. Joseph S. Walton and wife gave a luncheon to a number 
of their friends, last Seventh-day afternoon, at their home, 
“ Sunnybank,” at George School, in honor of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of their marriage. The spacious home was thrown 
open to a large number of guests, from Philadelphia, Bucks 
County, Chester County, and elsewhere. The luncheon was a 
most delightful affair, and Dr. and Mrs. Walton were showered 
with congratulations. During the afternoon the visitors 
roamed through the beautiful and luxuriant grounds of the 
school which are just now in the height of their grandeur. Be- 
sides those of the George School household, friends were pres- 
ent from Philadelphia and vicinity, and from the old home 
places in Chester County. 








The Board of Managers and Trustees of the Home for Desti- 
tute Colored Children, Philadelphia, will hold their annual 
meeting and celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of their incor- 
poration on the lawn of the Home, Fifty-fourth and Berks 
Streets, on Second-day afternoon, Fifth month 29th. Between 
the hours of 2.30 and 4.30 a stage will run from Fifty-second 
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Street Station, P. R. R., to the Home. A cordial invitation to 
be present is extended to all who are interested in work among 
the colored people. 


PROGRAM OF NEW YORK YEARLY 
MEETING. 
The two hundred and tenth session of New York Yearly 
Meeting will be held at Fifteenth Street and Rutherfurd 


Place, New York City, Fifth month 27th to Sixth month Ist. 
The program of meetings is as follows: 


Seventh-day, Fifth month 27th—9 a.m., Board of Managers 
Friends’ Home Association; 10 a.m., meeting of Ministers and 
Elders; 1.30 p.m., annual meeting of Friends’ Home Associa- 
tion; 3 p.m., meeting of Ministers and Elders; 5 p.m., Execu- 
tive Committee of the First-day School Association—Meeting 
House; 7.30 p.m., First-day School Association, address by Ed- 
ward B. Rawson on “ Lesson Leaves.” 

First-day, Fifth month 28th—10 a.m., First-day School; 11 
a.m., meetings for worship in New York and Brooklyn; 3 p.m., 
First-day School Union—in meeting house; 4.30 p.m., meeting 
for worship; 8 p.m., Young Friends’ Association, address by 
Ernest H. Crosby on “ Tolstoi.” 

Second-day, Fifth month 29th—9 a.m., devotional meeting; 
10 a.m., business meeting; 1 p.m., meeting of Committee on 
Philanthropic Labor; 2 p.m., Board of Managers Friends’ Home 
Association—meeting house; 3 p.m., business meeting; 4.30 
p.m., meeting of Representative Committee; 7 p.m., meeting 
of the First-day School Association representatives to nomi- 
nate officers; 8 p.m., First-day School Association, address by 
Martha Haviland, “ Primary Work in First-day Schools.” 

Third-day, Fifth month 30th—9 a.m., devotional meeting; 
10 a.m., business meeting; 2 p.m., meeting of Committee on 
Education; 3 p.m., business meeting; 8 p.m., Philanthropic 
Committee, address by Anna Shaw, of the Universalist Church, 
“Fate of Republics.” 

Fourth-day, Fifth month 3lst—10.30 a.m., meeting for wor- 
ship; 3 p.m., Committee on Extension of Friends’ Principles, 
address by Rufus M. Jones, of Haverford College, “ Quakerism 
and the Simple Life; ” 8 p.m., educational meeting, address by 
Charles F. Thwing, President Western Reserve University, 
“American Life and Education.” 

Fifth-day, Sixth month Ist—9 a.m., devotional meeting; 10 
a.m., business meeting; 3 p.m., business meeting; 8 p.m., 
Friends’ Social. 

Seventh-day, Sixth month 3d—The First-day Schools of New 
York and Brooklyn will hold their customary picnic at Orchard 
Beach, Manhasset Bay, Long Island. The steamer “ Valley 
Girl ” will leave Bridge Dock (adjoining Fulton Ferry), Brook- 
lyn, at 9 a.m., and foot of East Twenty-fourth Street Recrea- 
tion Pier, New York, at 9.30 a.m., Seventh-day, Sixth month 
3d, 1905. Further information, also tickets (50 cents), can 
be had from Charles F, Underhill or George A. McDowell. 


SOCIAL MEETINGS IN NEW YORK. 


The Friends’ Social of New York City, organized in the fall 
of 1904, now has over one hundred members. Membership is 
composed of those who are Friends, or who are interested in 
Friends’ work. All such are invited to join. 

Meetings are held in the New York Seminary gymnasium 
each Sixth-day evening during the winter; and beginning this 
year additional meetings will be held in Brooklyn on the last 
Sixth-day of each month. It is endeavored to make these 
meetings similar in character to social gatherings Friends 
would hold in their own homes, and while games and gymnas- 
tie work are the special features of all the meetings, those who 
attend can in a large measure choose their own occupation. Ab- 
solutely no effort is made to have these meetings exclusively 
for the young people, but on the contrary those of all ages are 
wanted, either to take part, or, if preferred, to look on. 


CIRCULATE OUR LITERATURE. 


There is no better way to spread the principles and testi- 
monies of Friends than by circulating our literature, periodical 
and otherwise. Many Friends who would like to see an ad- 
vancement of our principles do not see that they can do any- 
thing in that direction. But in that they are mistaken. A 
few cents and the use of the mails will enable them to become 
missionaries of the truth. 

The primary concern in this direction is the circulation of 
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Tue INTELLIGENCER. That ought never to be lost sight of. 
But it often happens that a special application of some one 
of our principles and testimonies, and some distinct incitement 
to service is necessary. To meet these cases the Committee for 
the Advancement of Friends’ Principles has prepared pamphlets 
and leaflets dealing with certain of our testimonies, and re- 
lating to some of our activities. This literature has been adver- 
tised in THe INTELLIGENCER for several weeks, and has been 
ordered by a number of Friends in half a dozen States. But 
the demand has not been what it should be, and a much wider 
circulation should be given to this literature. 

In many cases one or more of these pamphlets may be 
handed personally to some friend, or if that seems too direct, 
samples may be mailed for a cent, and the process of distribu- 
tion may be facilitated, and the work of education go forward. 

To assist Friends in this direction, and to stimulate the use 
of our literature, the committee will send packages of litera- 
ture as follows. Four copies of each of the following pamphlets 
will be sent to any address in the United States or Canada for 
25 cents, postage paid: 

“The Teacher as a Missionary of Peace,” by Dr. Steven- 
son; “ Christianity as Friends See It,” by Edward B. Rawson; 
“The Friend and His Message,” by John William Graham; 
“Opportunities of Young Friends of the Present Day,” by Ber- 
tha L. Broomell; “Naval and Military Expansion,” by Dr. 
Jesse H. Holmes; “ Fellowship in Religion,” by Henry W. Wil- 
bur. Send 25 cents in coin or stamps to the undersigned, 140 
North Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and receive the lit- 
erature mentioned. 

When received do not hide this literature under a bushel or 
in the waste places in the home. Either hand it or mail it to 
persons who may be interested in the subjects treated, or who 
ought to be so interested. 

In this way Friends may educate themselves in the distribu- 
tion of literature, and become instrumental in advancing our 
principles. Henry W. WILBUR. 


SWARTHMORE COLLEGE NOTES. 


At the meeting of the Literary Circle on the evening of 
Second-day, the 15th, a paper on “ The French Drama of the 
Middle Ages,” written by Helen Cané, was read by Elizabeth 
Hall. The religious dramas were discussed, and Dr. Battin de- 
scribed the five years’ preparation given to the Passion Play 
at Oberammergau. 

“Germany’s Aim in Foreign Politics” was presented by 
Marie Sabsovich. Germany’s growing discontent, and the en- 
deavor of the German press and diplomacy to provoke general 
European war, and the present desire of Germany to encroach 
on Holland and upon English colonies, were discussed. This led 
to an interesting talk by various professors present on the 
methods and ideals of the English and German universities. 

“The Influence of Shakespeare on German Literature ” was 
presented by Marion Comly. Miss Dadman gave an illus- 
trated talk on the artist, Giorgione. 

On Sixth-day evening Miss A. M. Keyes, of Concord, Mass., 
delivered an illustrated lecture in Parrish Hall on “ Whistler.” 
This lecture was particularly for the classes in art, but many 
others were present. 

The girls held a sale of cakes and candies in Somerville Hall 
on Seventh-day afternoon for the benefit of the Girls’ Athletic 
Field Fund. 

Prof. Spencer S. Edmunds was present at First-day meeting, 
and spoke ably on “ Christian Citizenship.” 

Prof. Angelo Heilprin, of the University of Pennsylvania, is 
engaged in the preparation of an entirely new edition of Lip- 
pincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World, a work the ori- 
ginal of which was a monument to the patient labor of Dr. 
Joseph Thomas, who for many years lectured on literature at 
Swarthmore College. H. S. T. 


FRIENDS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 


LANGHORNE, Pa.—Sixth-day night, the 19th, closed the meet- 
ing of the young Friends until fall, and the officers which have 
done such efficient work for the year and instituted several in- 
novations, according to the new constitution were not privi- 
leged to hold office the ensuing year, so the following were 
elected: President, Arthur Townsend; secretary, Grace Marple; 
corresponding secretary, Anna R. Paxson; treasurer, Grace 
Marple; vice-presidents, Edward Palmer and George Ambler, 
and an executive committee to outline the program for the 
ensuing year. 


A short address was made by the retiring president, William 
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Ivins, in which he thanked the officers for their assistance and 
co-operation. 

Several short papers were prepared on the question, “In thy 
opinion what constitutes a successful life?” by Louisa P. 
Osmond, Helen G. Row and Dr. Harvey Lovell, which were fol- 
lowed by remarks by William Ivins and Anna R. Paxson. Miss 
Paxson also read Robert Burns’ “A Man’s a Man for a’ That.” 
And during the casting and counting of the ballot, Miss Ethel 
Taylor gave a selection on the piano. Music was also furnished 
by Mrs. Elias Hogeland.—Doylestown Intelligencer. 





Oxrorp, PA.—The Young Friends’ Association closed its suc- 
cessful season with a large meeting at the pleasnt home of 
Hon. Theodore K. Stubbs, and his sister, Ida E. Stubbs, on 
Fourth-day evening, the 17th. It was the largest gathering 
the Association ever held, nearly one hundred persons being 
present. The meeting was promptly opened by the president, 
Burgess Stubbs, reading the Scriptures from 9th Luke. About 
half an hour disposed of the routine business, and the excel- 
lent program under Good of the Order, was responded to in 
every number, without excuse or delay. 

Referred questions were answered by Harry C. Thomas, 
Viola Webster, Raymond Kirk and Helen Wood. Select read- 
ings: Ethel Reynolds, “The Fisherman’s Return;” Mary 
Coates, “ The Religion of Whittier; ” Raymond Kirk, “ Euro- 
pean Guides; ” Dora V. Passmore, “The Mote-Pulling Busi- 
ness.” Recitations: Robert Webster, “ The Question of the 
Hour; ” Viola Webster, “ Keep Step with the Age.” Original 
poem, Johnnie Gunning, “The Evils of Liquor.” Current 
Events, Lewis H. Kirk. Paper by Elizabeth H. Brinton, “ Has 
the decadence in dress and address of Friends been injurious to 
the Society 7?” The new officers elected were Lewis H. Kirk, 
president; Horace Stubbs, vice-president; Lena Thomas, secre- 
tary; and Raymond Kirk, treasurer. Executive Committee, 
Dr. Truman Coates, Ida E. Stubbs and Dora V. Passmore. Brief 
addresses were made by the incoming and outgoing presidents. 
The treasurer’s report showed a balance of cash on hand. The 
ro]l-call was responded to by sentiments. 

The social hour after adjournment was enlivened by excel- 
Jent music, which was greatly appreciated. At the conclusion 
of the musicale, refreshments were served to the guests, the 
cordial hospitality making all feel at ease. The meetings of 
the Association during the year were planned with judgment, 
and have been pleasant and profitable. 





Sotesury, Pa.—The Young Friends held their last session 
for the summer on Fifth month 14th, with a larger gathering 
than at any of their meetings this winter. Hugh Michener 
presided, with Edith Michener as secretary pro tem. Agnes 
B. Williams gave an excellent résumé of current events. The 
remainder of the literary program was dispensed with, that 
fuller opportunity might be given to the interesting paper 
presented by Elizabeth Powell Bond, of Swarthmore, who took 
as her topic, “ Reminiscences of New England,” and vividly 
portrayed the domestic virtues, literary accomplishments and 
philanthropic works of some of the prominent thinkers and 
workers of New England forty years ago. The meeting’s ap- 
preciation of the discourse was voiced by Hugh Michener and 
John S. Williams. In discussing the topic, R. M. Price paid a 
tribute to Lucretia Mott. Dr. George M. Marshall thought 
that the people of our own State seemed to be more anxious to 
secure material gain, then to strive for higher educational ad- 
vantages for the good of others, or better civic conditions. 
Others thought that the exertions of the philanthropists of to- 
day would be better appreciated, and the results of their 
efforts be more perceptible thirty or fifty years hence. After 
an impressive silence the meeting adjourned. The First-day 
school will re-open for the summer, with the old officers and 
teachers, on the 21st. M. A. LOWNES. 





CINCINNATI, O.—* National Morality ” was the subject for 
the meeting of the Cincinnati Friends’ Association for Fourth 
month, which was held at the home of Alma McDowell on the 
afternoon of the 30th. The reading was from a lecture by 
Rabbi Jos. Krauskopf, and was read by Henry Wilde, who also 
led the discussion which followed in a most able manner. The 
lecture treated only the political side of the question of na- 
tional morality, but the reader in the discussion of the subject 
touched upon its various phases, and cited examples of the lack 
of morality and honesty in professional and commercial life. 
He censured wrong-doing in high places, and deplored the fact 
that it is the wickedness of the world, with all its sensational 
details, rather than the uneventful righteousness, which finds 
its way into the daily papers, and thus we know more about 





the evils, and think more about their cause. The next step 
must be to remedy them. This is to be done by elevating the 
moral tone of the individual, and the community, and the peo- 
ple as a whole. Cultivate the good that predominates in every 
man’s make-up; commence with the children, by moral educa- 
tion in the schools and home, and the foundation is laid ‘for a 
true national morality. The discussion was taken part in 
very freely by most of those present, and many interesting 
points were brought out. Louis Stemler read an article by 
James Bryce on the divorce laws, which appeared in a recent 
number of the Outlook, and seemed to bear directly on the sub- 
ject of the afternoon. The whole question was very aptly 
summed up by the clerk, who quoted the old Quaker doctrine, 
“Take care of the individual, and the community will take 
care of itself.” After the transaction of routine business, the 
closing poem, “April,” by Joel Benton, was read by Louis Stem- 
ler, and the meeting closed in silence. 


Grace D. HALL, Assistant Clerk. 





SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT. 


A FIRST-DAY SCHOOL LESSON ON THE RISE AND HIS- 
TORY OF FRIENDS FOR ADULT CLASSES.—XXI. 


Text, John, xvi., 13. Bible reading, I. Cor., ii. 


In the beginning of the career of George Fox he declared, 
“Now the Lord opened to me by his invisible power, that 
every man was enlightened by the divine light of Christ.’ * 

The entire life of Fox illustrates that the Spirit gave him 
utterance (Acts, ii, 4).2 He taught the early Friends that it 
is the law of the Spirit that makes free (Rom., viii., 2) ; that 
it is the Spirit that quickeneth (John, vi., 63); that it is the 
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth (I. 
John, v., 6). 

Robert Barclay was deeply impressed with the fact that the 
Spirit is truth. For him this fact answered Pilate’s much- 
quoted question. He taught that this fact and the revelations 
coming from it could never contradict the testimony of right 
reason, or the truth as set forth in the Scripture. So sure 
were the early Friends of what was interpreted by the spirit- 
ual senses that they considered it a light to assist reason and 
interpret Scripture. To them these spiritual senses were as 
superior to the physical organs in their power to interpret 
truth as the astronomer’s ability to foretell an eclipse excelled 
the unlettered man’s declaration that he would not believe it 
until he saw it; or the geometrician’s demonstration that the 
three angles of a right triangle are equal to two right angles, 
is superior to the ignorant man’s measure, that is, measuring 
the right triangle, and seeing the eclipse were not as sure evi- 
dence of the truth as the demonstration and the calculation.” * 

This certainly was to these Friends an answer to the prayer 
since breathed by Edmond Scherer: * “O my God, give it to me 
to be true! ... true above all as to thee, as to thy service. 
. . . Give me the truth that I may be all light. Give me sin- 
cerity that I may manifest all the truth I know, unveiled and 
without reserve. May my heart be within me as the heart of 
the weaned child.” 

This cry of the French critic as he shook off the toils that 
one time, two centuries earlier, lay so heavily upon the spirit 
of George Fox, reveals a heart hunger in these modern days 
for the very thing that Fox and his people found. Could it be 
known, this prayer of Scherer’s has been breathed forth by 
every sincere child of God, who cannot take spiritual knowledge 
on the authority of another; its answer comes when disciple- 
ship with him who came to enlighten and make us see gives 
us sight, a sight that enables us to walk in liberty and assur- 
ance by the light he has kindled within, knowing all the while 
that “the authority of his person is never distinct from the 
truth of his utterances.” * 

This direct unfolding of God’s truth in the human conscious- 
ness is not a communication made once for all of certain im- 
mutable doctrines which only need to be held fast, and handed 
down from generation to generation; it must be made anew to 
every age and immediately to each individual. Out of a pray- 
erful spirit a revelation is born, and out of this a purer prayer, 
and out of this purer prayer a higher revelation. 

The enlightenment that comes from this source, that tran- 
seends reason and puts tradition and dogma into the shadow 
brings man out of his retirement. He has found glad tidings 
and shouts them from the housetops. 

Such was its effect upon George Fox and the men of his day. 
They had this spiritual enlightenment, and went forth among 
all men teaching, admonishing, preaching, providing for the 
poor, carrying the glad tidings into strange lands. (The class 
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should bring in illustrations in the concrete, showing how the 
early Friends went forth among others.") 

These men did not study the Bible ‘less because of the treas- 
ure they had found, because of the glow that enlightened all 
things for them. These new openings were not foreshortened 
because these men had been abroad in the world; because some 
of them had been generously educated and some of them had 
not. 

These men found more than the confirmation of their open- 
ings in the minds and hearts of others. They found that it 
was possible for a man to discover himself in the mind of an- 
other. They found that by going out of self, by going into the 
very lives of others, they were finding themselves. They said 
but little about inward peace, satisfaction, comfort,—these 
words come from the lips and pens of a later generation,—these 
men were not concerned about how this spiritual illumination 
made their inner habitation more attractive and comfortable. 

This spiritual brotherhood insured a willingness to draw in- 
ward in the presence and company of others. The test of in- 
spiration was the conviction the message found in others of the 
spiritual brotherhood; yes, they even went further and meas- 
ured their gift on the hearts of those beyond, even their ene- 
mies. And under this test they grew in power and wisdom. 

They learned that, among others, in the silent assemblies for 
worship or under the searching words of an inspired speaker 
there was a presence “that disturbed them with the joy of ele- 
vated thought,”* and the zeal of devoted purpose. With 
Browning, they held that 

“Truth is within ourselves; it takes no rise 
From outward things, whate’er you may believe. 
There is an inmost center in us all, 
Where truth abides in fullness.” 


While they knew this, one group among early Friends inclined 
to test this truth by its capacity to be grasped by others, by 
the traditions of their own body and by the Scriptures. With 
George Fox and many of the strongest leaders among Friends 
the tendencies noted in this and the former lesson were united 
in the same man. 

(What is the result when any one of these two tendencies 
predominate in the same man?) 
REFERENCES.— 

*“ Journal of George Fox,” Vol. I., page 34, Ed. 1901, London 
Tract Association. 

? Show from “ Fox’s Journal ” illustrations of these facts. 

* Barclay’s “Apology,” page 64, 6th Ed. 

‘Found among his notes. Gregard, Ibid., page 86. Scherer, 
“Le Critique et la foi,” 1850. 

*Sabatier’s “ Religions of Authority,” page 409. 

*How did this differ from fanaticism? 

™See Lesson 19. 


Toric.—As the child matures is it wise for him to find in 
parent and teacher an authority distinct from their utterance? 








COMMUNICATIONS. 
FREE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


One of the queries in our Discipline reads: “ Do Friends en- 
courage a free gospel ministry resting on divine qualification? ” 
We hear this query read and answered in our monthly and 

uarterly meetings many times, and the answer always is, They 
zs. The query with me is, Do they? I want to ask the inter- 
ested Friends: Is it encouraging the exercised minister when 
one who feels a deep interest in the Society and shows his de- 
sire to faithfully perform his duty by regularly attending all 
the meetings, finds the benches almost empty, only a very few 
at the meeting, and perhaps three-fourths of the members who 
might attend with no more sacrifice of time than he does, ex- 
cusing themselves from attending because they are too busy 
on weekdays and want rest on First-days, are they encourag- 
ing by their absence? How much more inspiring to the de- 
voted servant to find a full attendance, thereby manifesting a 
living concern for the welfare of the Society and the encour- 
agement of the minister. May each one of us when we hear 
the above query read ask himself, Am I encouraging a free 
gospel ministry when I am seldom in attendance at the meet- 
ings? Davis FURNAS. 

Waynesville, O. 





FOR A NEW EDITION OF ELIAS HICKS. 
Editors FRIENDS’ INTELLIGENCER: 


Dear Friends: After trying for four or five years to get Elias 
Hicks’ sermons, written in 1826 and 1827, and first published 


in magazine form, after being taken down in shorthand by 
Marcus T. C. Gould, I succeeded in getting them a few weeks ago 
I have been so interested in reading them that I would sug- 
gest, if there is any money available, to republish them. It 
would be a fine opportunity to let the world know what are 
our religious views and principles. The world was perhaps 


never so ready to accept the religious views and ideas of 
Friends as now. Respectfully, 


; J. C. McGrew. 
1470 Fair Avenue, Columbus, 0. 


For FRIENDS’ INTELLIGENCER. 


THE WEAVER. 


A spider working in the sun 

And lo, a marvelous thing is done! 
A gossamer—mere nothingness— 
Which my light hand, in light caress, 
Would mar and rend and mutilate; 
Yet in its phantom-fragile state 
Strong to resist the storm and gale. 
Thou wondrous toiler, if I fail 

The threads of Life and Truth to weave 
With firmer warp from morn to eve, 
Then am I all unworthy e’en 

Thy filmy web-work to have seen; 

O little spider in the sun, 

Who does what Man has never done! 


ESTHER TROWBRIDGE CATLIN. 


THE VESPER SPARROW. 


My father did not guess its name, 
Some common word was all he knew; 

And yet its song was just the same 
Sweet cadence of the falling dew. 


How oft I’ve seen him linger, when, 

His face turned towards the waiting gate, 
He paused to hear in twilight then 

The vesper calling to its mate. 


A little trill in minor key, 
A heart-break bursting into song; 
The longing for the love to be, ; 
The plaintive cry of hidden wrong. 


My father loved the vesper bird, 

His open heart thrilled through and through; 
Some secret word his spirit heard— 

Some message that no other knew. 


—Roscoe Brumbaugh, in Lippincott’s. 


OUR TONIC ATR. 


When the amazed European asks us what makes the sluggish 
mind of the immigrant to stir and waken in the United States, 
and then to climb, at first hesitatingly, but soon with vigor 
and confidence, to the top round in the ladder of success, we 
are accustomed to reply, “It’s in the air”; and we are right. 
The spirit which fired our fathers to cross the wide Atlantic, 
and which in less or equal degree still animates the thousands 
annually seeking our shores, is fed and fanned by the cold 
winds from the northwest. 

The cold wave is born in the heavens miles above our heads, 
usually over the Rocky Mountain plateau. Suddenly a mass 
of bitterly cold air will tumble down upon Montana. It rushes 
down as though poured through an enormous funnel. As it 
falls it gains momentum, and, reaching the earth, spreads over 
the Mississippi Valley and then over the Atlantic States, cov- 
ering them like a blanket. It scatters the foul, logy, breath- 
soaked atmosphere in our towns and cities, and puts ginger 
into the air. We fill our lungs with it and live. New waves 
are always coming, following each other in regular procession 
like the waves on a sea shore.—Gilbert H. Grosvenor in the 
Century. 
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS, 
FIRST-DAY MEETINGS. 


Philadelphia.— 

Fifteenth and Race Streets, 10.30 a.m; 
First-day School, 11.45 a.m. 

Thirty-fifth Street and Lancaster Ave- 
nue, 11 a.m.; First-day School, 10 a.m. 

Fourth and Green Streets, 10.30 a.m. 

Germantown, 10.30 a.m.;_ First-day 
School, 9.30 a.m. 

Frankford, 10.30 a.m.; First-day School, 
9.15 a.m. 

Fairhill, 3.30 p.m.; First-day School, 2.30 
p-m. 

Seventeenth Street and Girard Avenue, 
11 a.m.; First-day School, 9.45 a.m. 

Merion, Pa.— 


10.30 a.m.; visiting Friends are conveyed 
free of charge by hack from Narberth 
Station, on the Main line, P. R. R. 


New York City.— 
East Fifteenth Street and Rutherfurd 


Place (between Second and Third 
Avenues), 11 a.m., 3.30 p.m. 


Brooklyn.—Schermerhorn Street  (be- 
tween Smith Street and Boerum 
Place), 11 a.m. 

Washington City.— 

1811 I Street, Northwest, 11 a.m. 

Chicago.— 

Atheneum Building (26 Van Buren 


Street, near Wabash Avenue), 11 a.m. 
Adult class at 10.30 a.m. 


5th mo. 26th (6th-day).—Nottingham 
Quarterly Meeting, at Deer Creek, Md., 


FRIENDS’ 


at 10 a.m.; ministers and elders, day be- 
fore, at 2 p.m. 


5th mo. 27th (7th-day).—Stillwater 
Half-Yearly Meeting, at Richland (near 
Quaker City, O.); ministers and elders, 
day before, at 3 p.m. 


5th mo. 27th (7th-day).—Blue River 
Quarterly Meeting, at Blue River (High- 
land Creek, near Salem, Ind.), at 10 
a.m.; ministers and elders, day before, 
at 2 p.m. 


5th mo. 27th (7th-day).—Birmingham 
Monthly Meeting will be held at Old 
Birmingham Meeting House at 10.30 a.m. 


5th mo. 28th (lst-day).—Appointed 
meeting at old Radnor Meeting House at- 
tended by Philadelphia Quarterly Meet- 
ing’s Committee, at 3 p.m. 


5th mo. 28th (lst-day).—Conference 
under care of Concord Quarterly Meet- 
ing’s Committee on Philanthropic Labor, 
in the meeting house at Stanton, Del., at 
2.30 p.m. Prof. J. Russell Hayes will 
speak on “Some Quaker Writers.” 


5th mo. 28th (1st-day).—The Visiting 
Committee of Salem Quarterly Meeting 
will attend the meeting at Lower Green- 
wich, N. J., at 10 a.m. 


5th mo. 28th (1st-day).—Conference 
under care of Abington Quarterly Meet- 
ing’s Philanthropic Committee, at Hors- 
ham meeting house, at 2.30 p.m. Daniel 
Bachelor, of Philadelphia, will speak on 
“Good Literature.” 


5th mo. 29th (2d-day).—New York 
Yearly Meeting, at Fifteenth and Ruth- 
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erfurd Place, New York City, at 10 a.m.; 
ministers and elders, 7th-day preceding, 
at10 a.m. On First-day, the 28th, regu- 
lar meeting of New York and Brooklyn 
Y. F. A.; address on “Tolstoi” by 
Ernest Crosby, followed by discussion. 


5th mo. 29th (2d-day).—Canada Half- 
Yearly Meeting, at Bloomfield, Ontario, 
Can.; ministers and elders, day before, at 
3 p.m. 


5th mo. 30th (3d-day).—Burlington 
Quarterly Meeting, at Crosswicks, N. J., 
at 10.30 a.m.; ministers and elders, day 
before, at 10.30 a.m. The Friends com- 
ing to the preparative meeting on the 
29th, will come on the train leaving Phil- 
adelphia 9 o’clock; a carriage will meet 
them at Bordentown. Stage will meet 
9 o’clock train from Philadelphia at Bor- 
dentown, and the 9 o’clock trolley from 
Trenton, at Yardville, on day of quar- 
terly meeting. 


5th mo. 3lst (4th-day).—Southern 
Quarterly Meeting, at Third Haven (Eas- 
ton, Md.), at 10 a.m.; ministers and el- 
ders, same day, at 9.15; meeting for 
worship, 5th-day, at 11 a.m. 


6th mo. 3d (7th-day).—Whitewater 
Quarterly Meeting, at Richmond, Ind., at 
10 a.m.; ministers and elders, day before, 
at 2 p.m. 


6th mo. 3d (7th-day).—Prairie Grove 
Quarterly Meeting, at Prairie Grove, 
Henry County, Ia., at 11 a.m.; ministers 


and elders, same day, at 9.30 a.m. 
(Continued on page iii.) 


The Insurance Commissioners 
of Three States 
Examine 
The Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company 


The insurance departments of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Wisconsin, 
after a rigid examination made at the request of the Board of Trustees of the Penn 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, officially unite in a report, showing the following : 


THE COMPANY HAS MORE SURPLUS THAN IT CLAIMS. 
INVESTMENTS OF THE HIGHEST ORDER. 
DEATH CLAIMS PAID ON RECEIPT OF PROOF OF LOSS. 
NEW BUSINESS PROCURED WITH FIDELITY TO THE 
INTERESTS OF POLICYHOLDERS. 
THE COMPANY IS PURELY MUTUAL—HAVING NO CAPI- 
TAL STOCK. 
TRUSTEES ARE ELECTED BY THE POLICYHOLDERS. 
CHARTER PROHIBITS PROXY VOTING. 
OFFICERS ARE ELECTED BY THE TRUSTEES. 
TRUSTEES EXERCISE INTELLIGENT AND FAITHFUL 
SUPERVISION OVER THE COMPANY’S BUSINESS. 


Full and complete report furnished upon request. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





